FRANK DANBY, Dr Phillips: a Maida Vale idyll (1887), with an introduction by Stephen Lock, London, Keynes Press, British Medical Association, 1989, 8vo, pp. xii, 285, illus., £45.00, abroad £49.00, incl. (air) "Danby" was the pseudonym ofJulia Frankau, who specialized in sensational descriptions of Jewish or Bohemian life. Meeting her in 1911, Arnold Bennett found her "very chic"-and thoroughly ashamed of her novels. This one is notable chiefly for its portrayal of the medical profession. Phillips ends up as the prophet of a "new school" of surgeons whose "curiosity to unveil the mysteries of nature" has bred an "absolute disregard for human life". They sound like an interesting bunch.
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